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      THE PROMPTER
Dakota Stage Newsletter – November 2016 

In this issue: 

Almost, Maine opens December 1st (p. 1) 

Meet the director and cast (p. 2) 

Nov. 18-19 Stand Up Comedy with Brian Miller (p. 3) 

Small Business Saturday at DSL (p. 3) 

New York City trip April 28 – May 2, 2017 (p. 4)    

Donations / Office Wish List (p. 4)  

Season tickets for remainder of Season 38 (p. 5) 

 

Almost, Maine opens at Dakota Stage December 1st 

   “Almost, Maine is seemingly a very simple story, but in reality, is about one of the 

most complicated emotions; love,” says Laura Brooke Devlin, the Dakota Stage 

production’s director. “The mix between every day, ordinary people and real high stakes 

emotions is one of the aspects that drew me to direct this play.” 

   Audiences will begin enjoying the romantic comedy on Thursday, December 1st, as 

the production opens a 7-show run, with the final performance on Sunday, December 

11th.  

    Almost, Maine explores love and loss in a remote, mythical almost-town called 

Almost, Maine. On a cold, clear, moonless night in the middle of winter, all is not quite 

what it seems.  As the northern lights hover in the star-filled sky above, Almost's 

residents find themselves falling in and out of love in unexpected and often hilarious 

ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. But the bruises heal, and the hearts 

mend—almost—in this delightful midwinter night's dream. 

   The cast of five brings 19 characters to life on stage. Says Devlin, “The cast has come 

a long way in bringing life to these different characters, which is no easy feat. Along the 

way they have all made a lot of great discoveries that help each and every character 

come to life.” 

   Devlin sums up the production, “Almost, Maine is a play about almosts. It’s almost a 

town; it’s almost a comedy, it’s almost a tragedy. It’s almost love.” 

   Almost, Maine will be performed at Dakota Stage December 1st through the 11th (7:30 pm 

on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays; and at 2:00 pm on Sunday, December 11th). Tickets 

are available online at dakotastageltd.com or by calling the box office at 701-258-4998. 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

November 18 & 19 – Bryan Miller Stand Up Comedy 

November 20 – Auditions for Bell, Book and Candle 

November 26 – Small Business Saturday (special deals  

    and How The Grinch Stole Christmas) 

December 1 - 11 – Almost, Maine performances 

January 15 – Auditions for Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks 

January 26 – February 5 – Bell, Book and Candle 

 

http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
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Meet the director and cast of Almost, Maine 

   Laura Brooke Devlin is excited to be making her directorial debut with Dakota Stage. Audiences will recognize her 

from last season’s The 39 Steps; she was also the dialect coach for The 39 Steps and BSC’s production of Legally 

Blonde. Originally from Lawrence, Kansas, Laura holds a degree in 

theatre performance from the University of Kansas, and is currently 

enrolled in a graduate program in arts administration at the University of 

Connecticut. Some favorite past roles include, Daisy in The Great 

Gatsby, Alma in Summer & Smoke and Helen of Troy in Trojan 

Women, which premiered in Iniades, Greece, before a run stateside.   

   Almost, Maine marks the first non-musical for LaDonna Carpenter 

since she joined Dakota Stage earlier this year. Since that time, she has 

appeared here in Next to Normal and Young Frankenstein. Although she 

took a long hiatus from the stage before coming to Dakota Stage, she 

performed often in college in shows including Pippin, Little Shop of 

Horrors, She Stoops to Conquer, and Crimes of the Heart.  

   Jordan Emig is new to the Bismarck area. Originally from New 

Mexico, he has been involved in the theatrical arts since freshman year of high school. He’s been in such plays as 

Brighton Beach Memoirs where he played Eugene, I 

Hate Hamlet as Andrew Rally and most recently in 

Dakota Stage’s production of Hay Fever as Simon 

Bliss. When he’s not doing a play, Jordan is either 

working at the refining plant in Mandan or spending his 

time with his fiancé.   

   Mark Kuntz started acting while attending Trinity 

High School in his hometown of Dickinson, North 

Dakota. He went on to earn his bachelor's degree at 

University of Mary while also appearing in several 

shows there, including their first production of Dead 

Man Walking. After a five-year hiatus following the 

completion of his degree, his first role at Dakota Stage 

Limited was in One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. 

Since 2012, he has appeared in ten Dakota Stage main stage shows including Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, The 39 Steps, 

and Twilight of the Golds.  

   This is Chad Litton’s third show with Dakota Stage.  He previously appeared in Twilight of the Golds, winning a Brady 

Award for his role of Walter, and just finished Young Frankenstein as the Hermit.  He has done shows for both the 

University of Mary and Capital Shakespeare.  Some of his favorite roles include Claudius in Hamlet and Francis in Grave 

Lullaby.   

   Steph Olson is a behavior analyst in the youth programs at Pride, Inc. She grew up in Bottineau and Minot, but has 

lived in Bismarck for the last eight years. During that time, she has performed in a number of theatre productions with the 

University of Mary, Capitol Shakespeare, and Dakota Stage, Ltd. Some previous roles include, Ophelia in Hamlet, a Weird 

Sister in Macbeth, and Suzanne in Twilight of the Golds. Steph loves to stay busy and when not working or on the stage, 

she is frequently found traveling throughout the country and around the world.  
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Bryan Miller takes the stage November 18 & 19 for standup comedy weekend 
 

   Dakota Stage is excited to welcome Bryan Miller to its stage for two hilarious nights, November 18 and 19.  

   Bryan Miller renounced all seriousness and quit his job as a newspaper editor to move to Minneapolis, Minnesota, and try standup 

comedy in 2008. In his first year he was a finalist in Acme’s Funniest Person in the Twin Cities contest, and just two years later he was 

spotted by Craig Ferguson, who invited him to do a spot on 

CBS’s The Late Late Show, where he made his network 

television debut in April 2012. Every week he writes football 

jokes for Costaki Economopoulos’s “Quick Snaps” podcast and 

radio segment, which is featured on the Bob & Tom Show. He 

has been a featured guest on the Doug Loves Movies podcast 

and a recurring opener for Minnesota Public Radio’s comedy 

variety show Wits. Bryan has appeared in the Great American 

Comedy Festival, the Boston Comedy Festival, the Laughing 

Skull Comedy Festival, the Big Sky Comedy Festival, and the 

10,000 Laughs Festival, and can be heard on Sirius/XM radio. 

   Join us for a night of laughs November 18 and 19! 

Tickets for Bryan Miller at Dakota Stage are available 

in advance online for $18 and at the door the night of 

the show at $20.  

   The show begins at 8:00 pm each night; doors open at 

7:00 pm. The shows are general admission, and seating is limited so patrons are encouraged to purchase tickets early. 

Concessions and cash bar available. Adults only. 

 Questions? Visit www.dakotastageltd.com, email theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com, or call 701-258-4998. 

 

Stop by Dakota Stage on Small Business Saturday (November 26th)  

   Shoppers will find Small Business Saturday special deals and ‘door busters’ throughout Downtown Bismarck on 

November 26th. Dakota Stage will be open from 10 am to 4pm, and will be serving up hot cider, great deals and How The 

Grinch Stole Christmas! 

   The Grinch Stole Christmas will be shown on the hour and half hour (admission a free will donation). Concessions will 

be available for purchase. 

   Small Business Saturday deals at Dakota Stage include: 

 Season ticket for the four remaining 2016-17 @ $72 (regular price $89) 

 Stand Up Comedy 3-show package (Feb/Mar/Apr 2017 shows) @ $45 + free gift  

      (regular price $54 advance online / $60 at box office) 

  DOORBUSTER 10 am to 12 noon – Single tickets to February, March or April 2017 Stand Up Comedy Shows for 

$10! 

 

   Celebrate Small Business Saturday with Dakota Stage and all of Downtown Bismarck on November 26th!  

https://secure.sellingticket.com/design22/clients/list/index_byUserListAll.aspx?OrganizationID=74
https://secure.sellingticket.com/design22/clients/list/index_byUserListAll.aspx?OrganizationID=74
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dakotastageltd.com%2F&h=2AQFszmAq&enc=AZNORk28caw-SqnjITH3L3k3Id1ywc8snxcj-UBiaDPW_zs8UJkRGrIM-97BkqO9zh4&s=1
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OFFICE WISH LIST 

 Computer monitor   

 File cabinets 

 

If you have a used monitor or file cabinets in 

good useable condition and would like to 

donate to Dakota Stage, please email 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com or phone 701-

258-4998. 

 

 

Donations welcome 

   Monetary donations keep our lights on and our doors open, and all your 

contributions are tax deductible! Above all else, we value your donations of time 

and talent so please contact us and find out how you can donate and get 

involved. At various times, Dakota Stage can use lumber, non-glossy paint, 

tools, paint brushes, building supplies, paper products, office materials, and 

fabrics.   

   If you have something you think we can use, please contact us to see if we 

can currently use that item. Contact Dakota Stage at 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com or 258-4998. 

 

 

Season tickets available for remainder of 2016-17 season 

   Season tickets are still available for purchase for the remainder of the 2016-17 main stage season. To order a season ticket for the 

remaining Season 38 productions, call 701-258-4998 or email theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com. 
 

   Young Frankenstein started Season 38 with a bang, and four more comedies of all shapes and sizes make up the rest of it . . . you 

don’t want to miss any of them! When you purchase your ticket for Almost, Maine, why not make it a 4-show season ticket and be ready 

for all the shows? And remember, these season tickets are discounted at the theater on Saturday, November 28th, on Small Business 

Saturday. 

 

Almost, Maine – December 1 – 11, 2016 

Directed by Laura Brooke Devlin 

 

Bell, Book and Candle – January 26 – February 5, 2017 

Directed by Brian D. Brady 

 

Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks – March 16 – 26, 2017 

Directed by Kathryn Dunlap 

 

Romance/Romance – May 4 – 14, 2017 

Directed by Amanda Perry 

 
 
Dakota Stage Ltd is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit community theatre located in the historic Gem Theatre on Main Avenue in downtown Bismarck. The mission of 
Dakota Stage is to enhance the quality of life and establish the area as a creative center by performing high rate theatre productions that enrich, educate 
and entertain. We provide a professional environment for participants of all ages and cultures to develop their individual 
skills and promote live theater as an integral part of the growth and vitality of our region. 
 

 

 

    

Dakota Stage Ltd.     

412 E Main Ave.    www.dakotastageltd.com  

Bismarck, ND 58501   theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com    

701-258-4998    https://www.facebook.com/dakotastageltd  
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