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STEEL MAGNOLIAS
OPENS MARCH 14

Dakota Stage's 40th season has been a walk down memory lane as several 
productions performed during past seasons have found their way to the stage 
again. The stroll continues as Steel Magnolias opens Thursday, March 14. 
Previously produced by Dakota Stage in 1990 and 2002, this season's Steel 
Magnolias brings together a cast of six that finds itself forming bonds much like 
the characters they portray. 
 
Steel Magnolias is the story of a group of Louisiana women who bond and 
gossip at a local beauty shop -- where all the ladies who are "anybody" come to 
have their hair done -- while following the marriage, motherhood, illness, and 
death of one of the customer's daughters. 
 
Most are familiar with the star-filled movie version; the play tells the same story. 
But the play brings you up close, live and in person, to this group of women and 
their world. It is both laugh-filled and heart-breaking, tender and outspoken at the 
same time. 
 
"I'm excited for opening night," said Tom Chase, Steel Magnolias' director. "I 
have a lot of confidence in these ladies, and it has been a joy to work with them."
 
Steel Magnolias will be performed at Dakota Stage March 14-16 and 21-23 at 
7:30 p.m.; March 24 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets for adults are $22; $19 for seniors, 
students, and military. Tickets are available online at www.dakotastageltd.com or 
at the theater box office from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, March 
11-22. The box office also opens 90 minutes prior to each performance. 
 



M a r c h  2 0 1 9  |  T h e  S T E E L  M A G N O L I A S  I s s u e  |  p a g e  2

Meet the cast

"Everyone of us embodies our character in one way or another," noted 
Amanda Pitzer. "It's been amazing to watch all of us grow and come alive 
onstage as we become more invested in our roles." 
 
Amanda plays Shelby Eatenton in Steel Magnolias. Shelby is very near and dear to 
her heart, and is the reason she wanted to be a part of the production. "We both 
struggle with chronic illnesses, but Shelby never lets that hold her back from living a 
full life. She looks at life with unending hope, and that in turn has had a profound 
effect on me. I am humbled to portray such a character."
 
For Tami Helmers, who plays M'Lynn, this is a repeat performance."Steel 
Magnolias was my very first play with Dakota Stage and it will always be near and 
dear to my heart," she says, smiling. "I love the story."
 
Jen Polk (Clairee) is back on stage after a 10-year absence. What about Steel 
Magnolias drew her back? "I love the stories and personalities of these six strong, 
intelligent, caring, beautiful women. I'm so excited for audiences to see this show!"
 
The play is set in Truvy's beauty salon, where everyone who is anyone has their hair 
done. Truvy is played by Treva Slaughter, who jumped into acting with Young 
Frankenstein in the fall of 2016, and she's never looked back. 
 
Treva explains, "For me, it is like coming full circle here at DSL. When I was 
considering whether I could audition for my first show at DSL (first EVER actually) I 
ran a search on whether anyone without acting experience had ever been cast in a 
show. This brought me to an article in the Tribune published some years ago that 
highlighted the cast of Steel Magnolias. One of the ladies cast had never been in a 
show before. That solidified my decision and the rest is history."
 
Of her castmates Treva says, "Each woman embodies their character. They have 
given them a life of their own from facial expressions, to all the small mannerisms 
and attitude."
 
The women, who began rehearsals February 4th, all agree on one thing: they are 
having a blast together! While everyone gets in on the laughter and craziness during 
the long hours of rehearsals, Treva is named as the one who makes them laugh 
most often. "She is so quick-witted and sometimes her facial expressions crack me 
up," said Tami.  Director Tom Chase agrees, "Treva makes me laugh the most. You 
never know what’s coming out of her mouth, but she takes her part very seriously."
 
Jen calls it a tie between Treva and Renee Brady (Ouiser). "Their line deliveries and 
the personalities they bring to these characters are simply hysterical."
 
One thing they all agree on is they are glad to be a part of Steel Magnolias. 
Amanda sums it up, "I have never felt such a camaraderie within a cast 
before."

They're having a blast being steel magnolias.

 

directed by Tom Chase

 

Introducing the cast

Treva Slaughter as Truvy Jones

Taryn Chase as Annelle Dupuy

Amanda Pitzer as Shelby Eatenton

Tami Helmers as M'Lynn Eatenton

Jen Polk as Clairee Belcher

Renee Brady as Ouiser Boudreaux

STEEL MAGNOLIAS
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Season REVEAL Fundraiser

We had so much fun last year we're doing it again this year! Dakota Stage's 
annual fundraiser, that is. The Season REVEAL! In addition to the 
announcement of the productions that will be undertaken during the 2019-
20 season, this event will raise funds to put on amazing shows during our 
41st season. 
 
Friday, April 12th, is the date. It all begins at 6:30 p.m. and wraps up by 
9:00.The REVEAL will be held at Barlett & West, 3456 E. Century Ave. in 
Bismarck. 
 
So what do you do at the Season REVEAL? You enjoy hors d'oeuvres and 
sweets, and beverages from the cash bar (your first beverage is free.) You 
are serenaded by the music of the one and only Ukumondays, back for an 
encore performance. You look over the silent auction items and keep an eye 
on others who seem to be bidding on the things you want. You also keep an 
eye on the clock to make sure you don't miss the unveiling of the posters for 
the Season 41 productions. After the Season 41 announcement, the live 
auction gets underway. Auctioneer Katie Cashman Fitzsimmons not only 
keeps the bidding going, she keeps everyone laughing. You might surprised 
at what you buy!
 
Tickets to the Season REVEAL are $25 in advance online (no fees) and $30 
at the door. All who purchase tickets are eligible to win one of two Dakota 
Stage Season 41 season tickets. Those attending will be able to purchase 
Season 41 season tickets for a special rate of buy-one-get-one-half-off for a 
limited time. Tickets on sale NOW at www.dakotastageltd.com/events.  
 
It's an evening of food, fun, and friends that supports Dakota Stage's main 
stage productions and Shade Tree Players children's theater. Hope to see 
you there!

Announcing Dakota Stage's 41st Season

 

Danny Devlin 
artistic director for 

Dakota Stage

Danny Devlin has been hired as 
Artistic Director for Dakota Stage.
 
Devlin is an Assistant Professor 
of Theatre at Bismarck State 
College, where he teaches 
classes related to acting and 
directing, as well as directs for, 
and produces, the main stage 
season. Productions under his 
direction at BSC include The 
Producers, Dracula, The 
Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (abridged), and 
Legally Blonde: The Musical, 
among others. Devlin also 
directed As You Like It for Capitol 
Shakespeare.
 
“I’m proud to be joining the long-
standing community tradition of 
Dakota Stage as artistic director,” 
said Devlin. 
 
Devlin holds a Ph.D. in Theatre 
from the University of Kansas, an 
MFA in Theatre Pedagogy with a 
dual focus in Acting and Directing 
from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, and a BA in Theatre 
Performance from Christopher 
Newport University. He is a proud 
member of the Actors’ Equity 
Association.
 
Devlin joins Executive Director 
Joshua Johnson at Dakota 
Stage.
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Shade Tree Players 

Summer may seem like a long way off, but for Shade Tree Players it's just 
around the corner. Shows have been selected, directors have been hired, 
auditions for the Conservatory play and musical have been held, and 
registrations are coming in for the Academy sessions. 
 
The 2019 Shade Tree Players season shows and performance dates are:
 
Academy Program
The Enchanted Bookshop
  Session A - June 27, 28, 29  /  Session B - July 18, 20, 21
Best of Both Worlds (musical)
  Session A - August 1, 2, 3  /  Session B - August 8, 9, 10
 
Conservatory Program
Bye Bye Birdie (musical) - July 11, 12, 13, 14
James & The Giant Peach - July 25, 26, 27, 28
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you've not attended a Shade Tree Players show, do yourself a favor and 
make this the summer you do. The Academy program is for students 7-13; 
the Conservatory program for students 13-18. Three to four hours of daily 
rehearsals Monday through Friday take place over a four to five week period 
culminating in public performances of each show.
 
The time and effort put in by the students, directors, musical directors, 
stage managers, and parent volunteers is amazing! The productions they 
put on stage is well worth being an audience member. Hope to see you at 
the theater this summer!

Looking forward to the 2019 summer season

Noises Off
caps off Season 40

 

2019 DSL 
Board of Directors 

& Officers
 

Tom Chase, President
Lynn Derman, Vice President
Stephanie Frank, Secretary
Laura Devlin, Treasurer
 
LaDonna Carpenter
Warren Gronfur
Joyce Hinman
Susan Hochhalter
Tim Johnson
Chad Litton
Nathan Schneider
 

When the line-up for Dakota 
Stage's fortieth season in 
Bismarck-Mandan was selected, 
the intent was to showcase both 
the wonderful history of the theater 
as well as the artistic talent our 
community is fortunate to have. We 
at Dakota Stage think it's been a 
success on both fronts.
 
The season finale is Noises Off, a 
slapstick comedy that has been 
produced twice before at Dakota 
Stage (1991 and 2006). This 
season's production is directed by 
Amanda Perry, with performances 
May 2-4 and 9-12.
 
Noises Off takes a fond look at the 
follies of theatre folks, whose 
susceptibility to out-of-control egos, 
memory loss, and passionate 
affairs turn every performance into 
a high-risk adventure complete 
with slamming doors, falling 
trousers, and flying sardines!
 
How can you not plan to attend?
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STP collaboration

The mission of STP is to be an all-inclusive program that provides as many 
children who are interested a chance to participate in the performing arts. 
Dakota Stage and Shade Tree Players are excited to collaborate with Mary 
Stark Elementary on a project that studies delayed gratification in elementary-
aged children through the use of performing arts.

The Shade Tree Committee has worked hard these past several months to 
develop a curriculum specifically designed face the unique challenges of this 
program; specifically, how to adapt to our regular summer curriculum to a 
program consisting of more kids and less time. The answer, of course, has 
been to involve the teachers of Mary Stark as much as possible throughout 
the six-week program. The teachers play an integral role: with guidance from 
the expert STP directors, they will produce in six 45-minute sessions a play 
totally written, produced, and acted out by their students. 

Vonda Dahl, MPS District Literacy Coordinator and Mary Stark Elementary 
Literacy Coach, explains how the collaboration got off the ground. "Josh [DSL 
executive director Joshua Johnson] was recommended to me as a contact 
person by one of our kindergarten teachers, who works with Josh’s wife. He 
agreed to meet with me  and seemed immediately intrigued by the notion of 
incorporating theater arts as a means to improved learning. 

"Shortly after that, he asked me to meet with the Shade Tree committee to 
share the vision with them directly. They quickly caught Josh’s enthusiasm 
and began to brainstorm about how it might be implemented, with careful 
consideration of logistics, such as small gymnasium size, support staff, etc."

"The Shade Tree team worked hard to create a curriculum, recruit theater 
majors from BSC, and carefully think through all details beforehand. I have 
been incredibly impressed with how thoroughly they have approached this. 
The director that will be overseeing and implementing the program, Shaina 
Hovrud, is actually taking time off work as an instructional aide every Friday 
afternoon. I am amazed and humbled by that level of dedication."

"I fully believe that our Mary Stark students are going to love it, the parents 
will love seeing their children in a performance run by seasoned theater 
professionals, and, ultimately, I hope we see some intrinsic benefit in terms of 
learning and brain development."

Bringing theater to Mandan's Mary Stark Elementary

Shade Tree Players 

412 East Main Avenue
Bismarck ND  58501

701-258-4998
www.dakotastageltd.com

part of BPS SIPS
Student Instructional Program 
(SIPs - a little taste of the arts) is 
a Bismarck Public Schools' 
program that allows students in 
K-5th grade to experience a taste 
of the fine art activities offered 
throughout the community.

The program at each grade level: 
Kindergarten - See a Play
1st Grade - Children's Choir 
2nd Grade - Go to a Ballet
3rd Grade - Go to an Opera
4th Grade - Native Dancing & 
Hear the Symphony
5th Grade - Enjoy the Band 

Shade Tree Players produces the 
play for all BPS kindergarten 
students with three performances 
in one day in the Simle Middle 
School auditorium. A public 
performance at Dakota Stage is 
also offered.

Shaina Hovrud directed the 2019 
play as well as several past SIPS 
productions. "This year we did 
The Commedia Cinderella. The 
format and the style of the 
commedia plays work so well for 
this production, since it travels to 
Simle Middle School and back to 
our stage. The process is super 
short and sweet, which comes 
with benefits and drawbacks 
alike." 

"One of the things I enjoy most 
about directing the BPS show is 
that, because it’s meant to be 
performed for children, we can 
get away with being very over the 
top. It’s a really great opportunity 
to just genuinely play, and have a 
more laid back approach to 
performance. The students and 
community have given awesome 
feedback on the production as 
well. I look forward to working on 
it every year."
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