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      THE PROMPTER
Dakota Stage Newsletter – July 2017 
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• Meet Godspell director Dean Bellin (p. 2) 

• Godspell musical director Maria Roll-Schlecht 

(p. 2-4) 

• Meet Stage Manager Michaela (p. 4) 

• Open auditions for Clue: The Musical (p. 4) 

• Let Your Hair Down, Rapunzel in August (p. 5) 

• Shade Tree Players cast photos (p. 5) 

• Season ticket subscriptions available (p. 6) 

• Dakota Stage’s 2017-18 season line-up (p. 6) 

 

 

 

      Godspell at Dakota Stage July 27-30 

     Dakota Stage Ltd. is pleased to present Godspell, a 

production of the Shade Tree Players Conservatory 

Program, July 27-30 at Dakota Stage.  Performances 

are at 7 pm Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 2 pm 

Sunday. 

     

Led by the international hit “Day by Day,” Godspell was 

the first major musical offering from three-time Grammy 

and Academy Award winner Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, 

Pippin, Children of Eden). An eclectic blend of songs, 

ranging in style from pop to vaudeville, is employed as 

Jesus’ messages of kindness, tolerance, and love come 

vibrantly to life. 

     “It's a fast-paced, fun, exciting show,” says director 

Dean Bellin. “And there are all kinds of surprises and 

interesting turns telling a story I think most of us are 

familiar with.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Shade Tree Players Conservatory Program is 

open to students ages 13-18 who audition for a role in 

one of two full-length productions. Creatively structured 

using the guidelines of the National Standards for the 

Arts, the Conservatory Program employs the practices of 

physical and vocal technique, scene analysis and 

character development, to show students how to 

generate enticing, entertaining and thrilling theatrical 

productions. With the direction and design of theatre 

professionals, students cast in either of the two 

Conservatory shows, will greatly expand their crafts, 

enrich their experience, and thrive as actors.  

     “The Conservatory Program has been growing and 

growing, and the kids are becoming better actors, 

singers, dancers,” notes Maria Roll-Schlecht, musical 

director for Godspell. “We are able to take the talents of 

the cast that we have and incorporate them into the 

show. The cast members are being a part of that 

creative process. They are doing their lines, but also 

adding their own ideas. It becomes more a part of who 

Mark Your Calendar 

July 27-30 - Godspell 

Aug 3-5 / Aug 10-12 - Let Your Hair Down, Rapunzel 

Aug 14 & 15 – Auditions for Clue: The Musical 

Sept 22-23 – StandUp Comedy w/ Jeff Pfoser 

Oct 5-7 & 12-15 – Clue: The Musical 

Oct 20-21 – StandUp Comedy w/ Rio Hillman 
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they are and making it more alive and energetic on the 

stage.” 

     Performances of Godspell on July 27, 28, and 29 

begin at 7 pm; the performance on July 30 begins at 

2 pm.  Tickets for Godspell are available in advance 

online at www.dakotastageltd.com or at the theater 

box office before each performance. For further 

information, email office@dakotastageltd.com or 

phone 701-258-4998. 

Godspell ensemble, l to r: Patrick Watson; Alex Brady; 

Samuel Geiger: Julia Geiger; Aimee Devos; Shanley 

Windish; Emma Larson. 

 

Godspell director Dean Belllin 

     Dean Bellin is currently the Designer/Technical 

Director for the Bismarck State College Theatre program 

and is an Associate Professor of Technical Theatre 

where he has received the 2012 Faculty Award for 

Excellence.  While at BSC, Dean has been recognized 

for achievement in Scenic and Lighting Design by the 

American College Theatre Festival – Region V.  Dean 

has been working professionally in technical theatre for 

the past 20 years throughout the Upper Midwest and 

Hawai’i.  He has worked with performing arts 

organizations such as Trollwood Performing Arts School, 

Capitol Shakespeare, Dakota Stage, Kumu Kahua 

Theatre, Dakota Prairie Regional Center for the Arts, 

LaMoure County Summer Musical Theatre, Fargo-

Moorhead Community Theatre, and PBS Hawai’i.   Dean 

received his MFA in Theatre – Design from the 

University of Hawai’i at Manoa and his BFA in Technical 

Theatre from NDSU.  Dean is originally from the 

Southeast North Dakota town of LaMoure. 

     Dean offers his director’s notes for Godspell: “This is 

a fast paced, fun musical based on the Gospel of 

Matthew. Godspell tells the story of Matthew through 

parables and songs. This show was originally 

workshopped at Carnegie Mellon University in the early 

1970’s and features music by Stephen Schwartz who 

wrote also wrote the Broadway smash hits Pippin and 

Wicked. 

     “Our production takes an open interpretation of the 

materials from the show. Our actors are not portraying 

characters, they are themselves.  They work together to 

tell the parables and songs.  The show involves a lot of 

storytelling and didactic theatrical conventions.  We have 

one actor who is our primary storyteller, but allows 

others to tell the story as the show progresses.  I hope 

everyone attending has a wonderful time enjoying the 

stories and humming the tunes from this remarkable 

show featuring our talented cast!”   ~ Dean 

 

Q&A with Godspell musical director, 

Maria Roll-Schlecht  

     Maria Roll-Schlecht is enjoying her 9th year as a 

musical director for the Shade Tree Players this summer. 

She also stays active by singing with the Bismarck-

Mandan Civic Chorus, giving 

private voice lessons to 

students in her voice studio, 

serving on the Board of The 

Central Dakota Children's 

Choirs, and instructing general 

music to her students at 

Roosevelt and Custer in 

Mandan. Lately you can see her playing a ukulele with 

other friends on Monday nights at the Walrus too!  

HOW DOES THE NEW STRUCTURE FOR SHADE 

TREE PLAYERS DIFFER FROM THE PREVIOUS 

STRUCTURE? (Note: The new structure with the 

Conservatory and Academy Programs began in 

2015.) 

Maria:  I have directed shows for STP when we had the 

old format of ages 7-18 in any given performance of a 

http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
mailto:office@dakotastageltd.com
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musical. We would never turn any performer away and 

we did our best to put them in a show that worked with 

their summer schedule. That sometimes meant adding 

many characters to a script. We made it work but 

speaking and singing parts became divided and students 

didn't really get the challenge of having to play the larger 

role until they got older.  Most of our cast that were older 

received the bigger parts and the younger students 

played minor roles. In the new format, more appropriate 

age shows can be chosen so that our Academy students 

(ages 7-13) are getting a better experience by having 

larger speaking parts to memorize and perform with a 

higher level of learning about acting and singing. The 

Conservatory Program (ages 13-18) has been able to 

showcase our talented older students. We have been 

able to perform musicals and plays that are well known 

to the public. Our actors all have larger roles and by 

performing such shows, have developed our actors 

using a higher level of their abilities. We have been able 

to sing harder harmonies, showcase strong solo singing 

and develop their dancing skills. Last year, I was able to 

teach some of the cast how to tap dance while others 

learned how dance the Tango.  This year's show has 

some of the students learning how to play ukulele and 

they will be featured in one of the songs in Godspell.  

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT WORKING 

WITH SHADE TREE PRODUCTIONS AND THE 

STUDENTS INVOLVED IN THEM? 

Maria:  I love working with students who come wanting 

to learn and perform! As an educator, I often have to 

motivate my students to participate and try something 

new. STP kids come to our program because they have 

a love for acting, singing, and the performance aspect. 

They are creative students and in the Academy and 

Conservatory programs, we have added the hour of 

learning about singing and acting to our day. The other 

hours are used to rehearse their shows. I find that the 

extra rehearsal time allows me the time to give our cast 

mini voice lessons. I work on vocalizes to warm up and 

develop their voices as well as a variety of breath 

exercises. We work on ear training and sight reading, 

vocal projection needed in theater without microphones, 

rhythmic activities as well as working on singing 

harmonies. When it comes to learning their music, they 

have learned their songs much quicker and we can add 

harmonies that we weren't always able to do when our 

age range was 7 to 18 in the former STP program. In the 

Conservatory program, I usually find out the musical 

background our cast is involved in (choirs, instruments 

they play, dance experience) and try to use their talents 

within our musical's songs. Choreography is developed 

by looking at the skills of my students and often times I 

have them creating their own moves and then try to 

incorporate those moves into our songs. Students have 

more investment in the end product when they are able 

to help create their role and the movement in the songs.  

TELL US ABOUT YOUR SHOW THIS YEAR. 

Maria:  Godspell is a wonderful twist on the stories from 

the Bible. Each student is featured in telling a parable 

from the book of Matthew while the others act out the 

story as storytellers. Our cast has had a lot of fun 

developing each scene. Godspell has taken a lighter 

way of telling the messages of Jesus and His followers. 

The songs "Prepare Ye" and "Day By Day" are probably 

the best well known but the audience will love many 

songs from this musical. Our students have left each day 

singing a new song in their head and have recognized 

scripture readings that our cast is performing while 

attending their own church since we began rehearsals! 

WHY SHOULD PEOPLE SEE GODSPELL AT 

DAKOTA STAGE? 

Maria:  We have been trying to inform the public that the 

Shade Tree Players program have changed the way 

they have their program now. The old version of STP 

was wonderful in many ways with parent involvement 

and the flexibility for families with so many different 

shows and times of rehearsals and performances. 

Unfortunately, some directors had more work if they 

didn't get many parents to sign up for help - more two 

income families these days that aren’t available to help 

during the day. Supervision and rehearsals weren't as 

productive as they are now with more staff helping out. I 

think it's great that we're trying to include young adults 

who may be going into theatre careers in our current 

STP staff. I think the titles of the shows being performed 

now are more recognizable and hopefully we can get 

more of the community to our summer shows. I'm hoping 
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that the regular season ticket holders at DSL read about 

Godspell and the Shade Tree program here, and in the 

emails that go to them about the show, and come to the 

theater and see our great ensemble on stage! The cast 

of Godspell is young compared to who we had perform 

in The Fantasticks in 2015 and Guys and Dolls last 

summer, but they have grown into a strong cast that we 

hope to see perform for many years at STP. I like the 

fact that they have designed main stage posters for 

Godspell and that our cast performs at Dakota Stage. 

The music and stories in Godspell are wonderful and I 

hope the community comes to see the hard work of our 

students as well as the young performers in our 

Academy Program. We had several public showcases 

that went well at the Sertoma Park event Riverwalk and 

Urban Harvest. We will also be performing at Dykshorn 

Park in Mandan to get the word out that we have our 

performances July 27-30.  

SOME FINAL THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS SUMMER’S 

SHADE TREE EXPERIENCE FOR YOU? 

Maria:  I’ve enjoyed working with Dean Bellin again and 

I’m very proud of the hard work accomplished by this 

year's cast. I have loved seeing their voices develop 

over the past few weeks of rehearsals. I'm always 

amazed at how many songs and dances are learned and 

polished in such a short amount of time. Our cast has 

built friendships as well as their talent! Enjoy our show 

and the message it brings.  

Meet Stage Manager Michaela 

     Michaela Kleinschmidt is the stage manager for the 

Godspell production. She originally from the Minneapolis 

area and recently graduated from the University of Mary 

with a Bachelor’s degree in Mass 

Communication with an emphasis 

on Media Production. As well as 

working as the stage manager for 

Godspell, Michaela is the 

communication intern this summer 

at Dakota Stage. She also keeps 

busy on the weekends working at a portrait studio taking 

photos of children and families. She had so much fun 

working with Shade Tree Players last summer that she 

couldn’t wait to be involved again this year and she is 

very proud of how far the actors have come. 

Clue: The Musical auditions 

     Was it Miss Scarlet in the billiards room with the 

rope? Or perhaps Colonel Mustard in the kitchen with 

the knife? This deathly funny musical brings to life six 

colorful suspects, six familiar rooms, and six famous 

murder weapons for 216 possible solutions! 

     Dakota Stage Ltd. is holding open auditions for Clue: 

The Musical on Monday, August 14, and Tuesday, 

August 15, at 5:30 pm each evening. Auditions will be 

held at Dakota Stage, 412 East Main Ave, Bismarck. 

 

     Rehearsal begins Thursday, August 17th. Full 

rehearsal schedule will be available at time of audition. 

Performances are October 5-7 and 12-15, 2017. Clue: 

The Musical is directed by Anne Jorgenson Green, with 

musical direction by LaDonna Carpenter.  

 

The Cast: 

MR. BODDY - Male - 20s-60s - Baritone/Tenor - 

charismatic, handsome, playful host 

PROFESSOR PLUM - Male - 30s-60s - Baritone - astute 

intellectual with a wry sense of humor  

COLONEL MUSTARD - Male - 40s-60s (typically played 

older) - Baritone - pompous, randy military man  

MR. GREEN - Male - 20s-40s - Baritone/Tenor - slick, 

handsome wheeler-dealer 

MRS. WHITE - Female (potentially portrayed by Male) - 

20-60s - fun-loving cockney maid 

MRS. PEACOCK - Female - 30s-60s - Mezzo - acerbic, 

manipulative, sexy socialite 

MISS SCARLET - Female - 20s-40s - Wide Vocal 

Range - shrewd, very attractive vixen 

DETECTIVE - Female - 20s-60s - Unique/Interesting 

singing voice - hard-nosed, snappy, humorous 

 

     Age is a number and the age ranges here are broad 

purposefully. Directors cast based on multiple factors, 

regardless of the ages suggested by the script. If you are 

passionate about a role or the show, audition! 

Audition materials will be provided. Please come 

prepared with 16 bars from a musical, performance 

ready. An accompanist will be provided. Please pdf your 

audition piece to theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com in 

advance. You may also bring recorded music if you 

prefer. Scripts will be available for review by contacting 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com or 701-258-4998. 

mailto:theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com
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Let Your Hair Down, Rapunzel 

wraps up summer season 

 
     The Shade Tree Players children’s theater is half-way 

through its summer season.  Peter/Wendy and both 

sessions of Keeper of the Tales: Stories from 1001 

Arabian Nights have wrapped up their productions. 

Following Godspell’s July 27-30 

run, see Let Your Hair Down, 

Rapunzel August 3-5 and 10-12 

at the Frances Leach High 

Prairie Arts & Science Complex 

with Thursday and Friday shows 

at 7 pm; Saturday shows at 2 

pm. 

 

     Thank you to the Shade Tree Players directors, 

musical directors, stage managers, assistant directors, 

set and costume designers, parents, and family 

members. And thank you to all the Shade Tree 

Players cast members . . . we hope you’ve had a 

great summer with Shade Tree Players! 

 

Cast of Peter/Wendy 

Cast of Keeper of the Tales 

Session A 

 

Cast of Keeper of the Tales 

Sessio 
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Season ticket subscriptions available 

for Dakota Stage’s Season 39 

     Dakota Stage offers two types of season tickets, a 

Premium Subscription and a Flex Subscription. 

Premium Subscription 

• $110 adult / $95 senior (62+), military, student 

• 5 tickets, 1 for each show 

• Premium Subscribers get to set their seat and 

dates for the entire season. 

• Must be purchased over the phone or in person. 

 Flex Subscription  

• $105 adult / $90 senior (62+), military, student 

• 5 tickets to use in any combination! Bring one 

person to five shows or five people to one show.  

• Subscribers can select seats online via the 

Dakota Stage website: www.dakotastageltd.com 

or by calling 701-258-4998.  

• Can be purchased online, over the phone, or in 

person. 

 

Dakota Stage’s 39th season 

     Dakota Stage Ltd. is excited about the line up for its 

2017-18 season. Our 39th main stage season features a 

classic Christmas story, a murderously fun musical, a 

Tony Award winning comedy, and much more!  

Clue the Musical 

This murderously funny musical brings to life six colorful 

suspects, six familiar rooms, and six famous murder 

weapons for 216 possible resolutions! (Oct 5-15, 2017) 

It’s A Wonderful Life: Live Radio Play 

This beloved American holiday classic comes to 

captivating life as a live 1940s radio broadcast. It’s the 

perfect holiday outing for the entire family! (Nov 30-Dec 

10, 2017) 

Things My Mother Taught Me 

A modern family comedy! It is often said that the best 

theater has three main themes: family, family, and family! 

Funny and touching, this comedy will make you laugh 

out loud and fall in love all over again!  (Jan 25-Feb 4, 

2018) 

 

Vanya & Sonia & Masha & Spike 

This hilarious play centers on the reunion of the 

glamorous actress Masha and her middle-aged siblings 

at their childhood home in Bucks County, PA. Think your 

family is crazy? Wait until you meet Vanya and Sonia 

and Masha and Spike!  (March 15-25, 2018)  

Opera Comique 

A witty farce! It is 1875 and the wealthy of Paris are 

attending the premiere of Bizet’s Carmen at the Opera 

Comique. Carmen may be a tale of passion, sex and 

betrayal … but it’s nothing compared to what is 

happening in the audience!  (May 3-13, 2018) 

Get your season ticket subscription NOW! 

 

Dakota Stage 2017-18 Sponsors 

Grantors - North Dakota Council on the Arts; Dakota West Arts 

Council  

Season Sponsors – KFYR / West Dakota Fox; Kupper Subaru  

Production Sponsor –Capital Credit Union; Gate City Bank  

Supporting Sponsors -  Brady Martz; Brenda Foster, Bianco 

Realty; Children’s Speech and Language Services; Dakota 

Community Bank & Trust; Dan’s/Spartan Nash; Scheels; 

Starion Bank; Wells Fargo  

Other - KLJ 

 

Dakota Stage Ltd is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit community theatre located in 
the historic Gem Theatre on Main Avenue in downtown Bismarck. The 
mission of Dakota Stage is to enhance the quality of life and establish 
the area as a creative center by performing high rate theatre 
productions that enrich, educate and entertain. We provide a 
professional environment for participants of all ages and cultures to 
develop their individual skills and promote live theater as an integral 
part of the growth and vitality of our region.      

 

 

Dakota Stage Ltd 

412 East Main, Bismarck ND  58501 

701-258-4998 

www.dakotastageltd.com 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com 

office@dakotastageltd.com 

https://www.facebook.com/dakotastageltd 

 


