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      THE PROMPTER
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Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks  

waltzes, tangos and cha-chas across 

the stage beginning March 16th  

     

   Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks is a touching and 

human comedy about a formidable retired woman, Lily 

Harrison, who hires an acerbic dance instructor, Michael 

Minetti, to give her private dance lessons - one per week 

for six weeks - in her gulf-front condo in St. Petersburg 

Beach, Florida. What begins as an antagonistic 

relationship blossoms into an intimate friendship as 

these two people from very different backgrounds reveal 

their secrets, fears, and joys while dancing the Swing, 

Tango, Waltz, Foxtrot, Cha-Cha, and Contemporary 

Dance.  

   “It’s been a privilege for me to be able to direct such a 

wonderfully funny and heartwarming play about the 

power of friendship and love to connect people,” says 

director, Kathryn Dunlap. “The cast and crew have 

worked very hard to bring Lily and Michael to life on our 

stage.”  

   As the play progresses, Michael and Lily learn to 

overcome their outward differences and discover an 

unlikely but profound connection. By the final lesson, Lily 

shares with Michael her most closely guarded secret and 

he shares with her his greatest gifts, his loyalty and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

compassion. A comedy with music and dance, the play 

also addresses the serious issues of ageism and 

intolerance. 

   Tami Helmers as Lily and Justin Ell as Michael have 

risen to the challenge of being a cast of two and 

commanding 

the stage for 

the entirety of 

the production. 

“A production 

like Six Dance 

really makes 

an actor 

stretch to 

different 

heights,” noted 

Tami. Justin concurs. “Tami has really been there for me 

and made me laugh during this process,” he said. “And 

Kathryn has been a great director.”  

  Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks will be performed 

at Dakota Stage March 6th through the 16th (7:30 pm 

on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays; and at 2:00 

pm on Sunday, March 26th).  

      Tickets are available at dakotastageltd.com or by 

calling the box office at 701-258-4998. 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

March 16 – 26 – Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks 

March 31 & April 1 – Miss Shannan Paul Stand Up Comedy 

March 31 – Shade Tree Players registration deadline 

May 4 -14 – Romance Romance 

May 19-20 – Chris Maddock Stand Up Comedy 

 

Details and tickets at www.dakotastageltd.com 

412 East Main Ave 
Bismarck ND  58501 

701-258-4008 

http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
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Meet the director and cast of           

Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks 

   Kathryn Dunlap is an instructor at Bismarck State 

College who is thrilled to be directing her first show on 

the Dakota Stage Ltd. main stage. She is a graduate of 

NDSU and attended the University of Central Florida’s 

doctoral program in digital humanities. Kathryn has 

acted in Dakota Stage’s productions Time Stands Still 

and Nuncrackers; she has been acting in community 

theaters on and off since childhood. She has also 

directed for the Shade Tree 

Players Academy program for 

the last two years.  

   Tami Helmers’ love of 

community theater began in 

2002 when she was involved 

in many Dakota Stage 

productions either on stage or 

behind the scenes. Tami most 

recently appeared in Bell, 

Book & Candle. She is 

married to Jim and together 

they have three adult 

children. Tami is currently 

employed as Executive 

Assistant/Grants Coordinator 

for The Tom and Frances 

Leach Foundation and 

Bookkeeper for Dakota Stage. 

She is excited to announce 

her latest real-life role of 

“Grandma” beginning in June 

2017. 

   Justin Ell is happy to be 

returning to Dakota Stage 

after a 12-year absence. 

During those years, Justin 

has been everywhere from Hawaii to Orlando. He spent 

some time in Baton Rouge where he participated in the 

Baton Rouge production of Guys and Dolls. During the 

summer Justin likes to spend time in Medora. He can be 

found at the Medora Musical n his normal seat, Section 

3, Row A, Seat 10. Justin is employed at Basin Electric.  

 

Miss Shannan Paul takes the stage 

March 31st and April 1st                     

for standup comedy weekend 

   Dakota Stage is excited to welcome Miss Shannan 

Paul to its stage for two hilarious nights, March 31 

and April 1.  

   Miss Shannan is a 

nationally touring 

comedian, radio host 

and Twitter Goddess. 

She has appeared on 

Nick Mom’s Night Out 

and Laughs TV, and 

can regularly be seen 

bringing her wit, 

whimsy and pop 

culture expertise to 

Twin Cities television. 

Plus, hear Miss 

Shannan on Go 96.3, 

the Twin Cities 

“Modern Alternative” 

radio station, and her weekly podcast called Your Geek 

Show. 

   Join us for a night of laughs March 31 and April 1 

with headliner Miss Shannan Paul and feature Will 

Spotted Bear! Tickets available online for $18 and at 

the door the night of the show for $20.  

   The show begins at 8:00 pm each night; doors open at 

7:00 pm. The shows are general admission, and seating 

is limited so patrons are encouraged to purchase tickets 

early. Concessions and cash bar available. Adults only. 

 Questions? Visit www.dakotastageltd.com, email 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com, or call 701-258-4998. 

 

https://secure.sellingticket.com/design22/clients/list/index_byUserListAll.aspx?OrganizationID=74
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dakotastageltd.com%2F&h=2AQFszmAq&enc=AZNORk28caw-SqnjITH3L3k3Id1ywc8snxcj-UBiaDPW_zs8UJkRGrIM-97BkqO9zh4&s=1
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Register for Shade Tree Players   
Academy Program  

 

   Shade Tree Players offers the Academy Program for 

children ages 7 through 13 with rehearsals and 

performances at the Frances Leach High Prairie Arts & 

Science Complex. Two sessions are offered for the play 

Keeper of the Tales – Stories from 1001 Arabian Nights 

as well as two sessions for the musical Let Your Hair 

Down, Rapunzel.  

- Ages 7-13 

- Frances Leach High Prairie Arts & Science 

Complex 

- Online Registration Deadline - Friday, March 31 

- Fees: $200.00 (Families with more than one child 

participating in either program will receive a $25 

discount on each child’s fee.) 

 

 

 Keeper of the Tales: Stories from 1001 Arabian 

Nights - When a spoiled young princess comes across a 

storytelling beggar in the marketplace, she gets more 

than what she came for . . . and is forever changed by it! 

The beggar skillfully brings his stories alive, exploring 

tales filled with talking animals, spectacular miracles, 

and unique morals.    

Let Your Hair Down, Rapunzel - This vivacious musical 

adaptation follows the Shwartzbuckles as the steal some 

rapunzel, a turnip-like vegetable, from their neighbor 

Witch Izwitch. Eighteen years later the Witch has 

trapped their daughter Rapunzel in a tower as payment. 

Can Prince Llewellyn rescue her? Or will Rapunzel 

herself find a way to befriend the Witch and convince 

Izwitch to let her go? 

 

   Scholarships for participation in the Shade Tree 

Players summer program are available. Questions 

can be directed to Theater Director Emmalee Riegler 

at 701-258-4998 or theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com.  

 

Session A – Keeper of the Tales 

 

Parent Meeting: Monday, June 12, 9AM – 10AM 

Rehearsals: June 12 – July 12 (No rehearsals on 

July 4), Mon – Fri, 9AM – 12PM 

Work Day: Saturday, June 24, 10AM – 12PM or 

1PM – 3PM 

Performances: Thursday, July 13 & Friday, July 

14 at 7PM, & Saturday, July 15 at 2PM 

 

Session B – Keeper of the Tales 

 

Parent Meeting: Monday, June 19, 1PM – 2PM 

Rehearsals: June 19 – July 19 (No rehearsals on 

July 4), Mon – Fri, 1PM – 4PM 

Work Day: Saturday, June 24, 10AM – 12PM or 

1PM – 3PM 

Performances: Thursday, July 20 & Friday, July 

21 at 7PM, & Saturday, July 22 at 2PM 

 

Session A – Let Your Hair Down, Rapunzel 

 

Parent Meeting: Wednesday, July 5, 9AM – 

10AM 

Rehearsals: July 5 – August 3, Mon – Fri,  

9AM – 12PM 

Work Day: Sunday, July 23, 10AM – 12PM or 

1PM – 3PM 

Performances: Thursday, August 3 & Friday, 

August 4 at 7PM, & Saturday, August 5 at 2PM 

 

Session B – Let Your Hair Down, Rapunzel 

 

Parent Meeting: Monday, July 10, 1PM – 2PM 

Rehearsals: July 10 – August 9, Mon – Fri,  

1PM – 4PM 

Work Day: Sunday, July 23, 10AM – 12PM or 

1PM – 3PM 

Performances: Thursday, August 10 & Friday, 

August 11 at 7PM, & Saturday, August 12 at 2PM 

 

mailto:theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com
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2017 Shade Tree Players 

Conservatory Program to produce 

Peter / Wendy and Godspell 

 

The Conservatory Program, for ages 13 through 18, will 

produce the play Peter/Wendy and the musical 

Godspell. The Conservatory Program rehearsals and 

performances take place at Dakota Stage. Scheduled 

audition dates for the Conservatory productions were in 

late February and early March; however, if you are 13 

through 18 and are interested in being a part of 

these 2017 summer shows, please contact Theater 

Director Emmalee Riegler at 701-258-4998 or 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com.  

- Ages 13-18 

- Dakota Stage Ltd. 

- Open Auditions – Please note, auditions are to get 

casting ideas only, all children who audition will be 

accepted into the conservatory program.  

- Fees: $200.00 (Families with more than one child 

participating in either program will receive a $25 

discount on each child’s fee.) 

  

Peter/Wendy 

This lyrical and inventive adaptation pays homage to the 

darker themes of J.M. Barrie’s original and strips the 

familiar story down to its emotional essence. Peter lures 

Wendy away from her nursery to the magical world of 

Neverland, where she joins his adventures with Tinker 

Bell, Tiger Lily, and the menacing Captain Hook. 

- Parent Meeting: Thursday, June 1, 5:30PM – 

6:30PM 

- Rehearsals: June 5 – July 5 (No rehearsals on July 

4), Mon – Fri, 9AM – 12PM 

- Work Day: Saturday, June 17, 10AM – 3PM 

- Performances: Thursday, July 6 – Saturday, July 8 

at 7PM, & Sunday, July 9 at 2PM 

  

Godspell 

Led by the international hit “Day by Day,” Godspell was 

the first major musical offering from three-time Grammy 

and Academy Award winner Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, 

Pippin, Children of Eden). A small group of people help 

Jesus Christ tell different parables by using a wide 

variety of games, storytelling techniques, and hefty 

doses of comic timing. An eclectic blend of songs, 

ranging in style from pop to vaudeville, is employed as 

Jesus’ messages of kindness, tolerance, and love come 

vibrantly to life. 

- Parent Meeting: Monday, June 26, 5:30PM – 

6:30PM 

- Rehearsals: June 21 – July 26 (No rehearsals on 

July 3 or 4), Mon – Fri, 1PM – 5PM 

- Work Day: Saturday, July 15, 10AM – 3PM 

- Performances: Thursday, July 27 – Saturday, July 

29 at 7PM, & Sunday, July 30 at 2PM 

 

Office “wish list” 

   The folks who work and volunteer at Dakota Stage are 

a very resourceful group. There is very little wasted, with 

equipment and supplies stretched to last as long as they 

possibly can.  Dakota Stage is grateful for donations 

made of used furniture and equipment, and supplies.  

   What is on the office wish list? 

 60 watt LED light bulbs (for the approximately 

50 light fixtures at the theater) 

 A computer monitor (the computer that will be 

used by the Shade Tree Program Manager this 

summer does NOT currently have a monitor) 

 File cabinets, 2- or 4-

drawer. (The office has 

one of each now, but 

many “files” are kept 

here . . . . 

   If you have a computer 

monitor or filing cabinet you no longer need that are still 

in usable condition, please consider donating them for 

our offices. And if you feel like throwing an extra box of 

60 watt LED light bulbs into your cart the next time 

you’re shopping, they’d find a good home in a Dakota 

Stage light fixture.  

   Please contact Theater Director Emmalee Riegler at 

258-4998 or theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com if you have 

a donation or questions. 

   Thank you! 

mailto:theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com
mailto:theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com
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Volunteers ALWAYS welcome 

   How can you volunteer with Dakota Stage? Let us 

count the ways . . .  

   Let's start with a big one . . . audition for a role. DSL 

offers five main stage productions each season. Cast 

sizes for this season's shows have ranged from two (Six 

Dance Lessons in Six Weeks) to 20 (Young 

Frankenstein). Dakota Stage also produces a show that 

is performed for all Bismarck Public Schools' 

kindergarten students. This is a show performed by 

adults for children; a public performance of the BPS 

show is also offered at the theater. 

   The thought of being on stage in front of audience 

scares the daylights out of you? Okay, you can volunteer 

to help backstage. Each production needs crew 

members to help with props, costumes, scene changes, 

and light and sound board operators.  

   Can't commit to rehearsal times and seven 

performances? How about helping out on a 

Community Work Day for each production? Each 

production has a design team and a carpenter that does 

the big stuff. But there are a lot of details the team 

welcomes a little help with. Painting the set, finding 

props, and pulling costumes are just a few things that 

are typically done on a work day. No experience needed; 

there are jobs for all skill levels. It's a fun way to be a 

part of a production, and get a look behind the scenes. 

   Each performance needs a volunteer crew in the 

lobby, one person to sell concessions and two to 

handle the usher duties (take tickets and hand out 

programs). The volunteers also help pick up any 

garbage in the theater after the show and put things 

away in the lobby. In return for the help, these volunteers 

get a complimentary seat in the audience for the show. 

   In addition to production-related volunteers, Dakota 

Stage can often use general office help. Putting 

address labels and stamps on postcards or envelopes, 

making copies, filing, data entry, and stocking 

concessions are some of the things volunteers can do. 

Simple tasks that make a big difference. 

   Dakota Stage needs YOU.  

 

Dakota Stage and Shade Tree        

digital photo library project 

      Photo albums, framed photos, stacks of loose 

photos, CDs with photos, and newspaper clippings lurk 

in a number of spots at the Dakota Stage theater. 

Unfortunately, there is little if any order to them, which 

makes it difficult to locate images from a specific Dakota 

Stage or Shade Tree production or season.  

   Dakota Stage is looking for volunteers to help sort and 

scan the photos and clippings to create a digital library. 

The print copies of would be organized and labeled, as 

well. With the 40th season of main stage shows coming 

up in 2018-19, it’s a fitting time to take a look back at the 

wonderful memories created throughout the years. This 

project can be done by multiple volunteers and in small 

or large pieces. Contact Theater Director Emmalee 

Riegler at theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com or 258-4998 

to learn more. 

Dakota Stage Sponsors 

Grantors - North Dakota Council on the Arts; Dakota West Arts 

Council  

Season Sponsors - Bismarck State College; Kupper Subaru  

Premiere Sponsor - Kirkwood Bank & Trust  

Production Sponsor - BNC National Bank  

Supporting Sponsors -  Brady Martz; Capital Credit Union; 

Children’s Speech and Language Services; Dakota Community 

Bank & Trust; KLJ; Scheels; Starion Bank; Wells Fargo  

 

 Dakota Stage Board of Directors 
David Hagler, President; Denise Johnson, Vice President; 

Mark Hasbargen, Secretary; Lynn Derman, Treasurer; Joyce 

Hinman, At-Large Executive Committee Member; Tom Chase; 

Laura Devlin; Warren Granfor; Susan Hochhalter; Laura 

Rysavy; Nathan Schneider 

 
Dakota Stage Ltd is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit community theatre located in 
the historic Gem Theatre on Main Avenue in downtown Bismarck. The 
mission of Dakota Stage is to enhance the quality of life and establish 
the area as a creative center by performing high rate theatre 
productions that enrich, educate and entertain. We provide a 
professional environment for participants of all ages and cultures to 
develop their individual skills and promote live theater as an integral 
part of the growth and vitality of our region.    

 

 

 

 

www.dakotastageltd.com 

theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com 

https://www.facebook.com/dakotastageltd 

mailto:theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com
http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
mailto:theaterdir@dakotastageltd.com
https://www.facebook.com/dakotastageltd

