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Young Frankenstein gets season off to a frighteningly funny start October 6 - 16  
 

   “You take a great story, beloved comedic characters and you throw in a ton of vaudeville shtick, some dancing girls, a 

Mutt and Jeff comedy duo, great music with hilarious choreography from Erin Weichel, and you have all the ingredients for 

a hit at Dakota Stage,” director Dan Rogers said of this season's opening production, Young Frankenstein. 

   Audiences will begin enjoying the well-known musical comedy on Thursday, October 6th as the production opens a 7-

show run, with the final performance on Sunday, October 16th.  

   If you aren't familiar with the story of Young Frankenstein, here's a quick synopsis.  Grandson of the infamous Victor 

Frankenstein, Frederick Frankenstein (pronounced "Fronk-en-steen") inherits his family's estate in Transylvania. With the 

help of a hunchbacked side-kick, Igor (pronounced "Eye-gore"), and a leggy lab assistant, Inga (pronounced normally), 

Frederick finds himself in the mad scientist shoes of his ancestors. "It's alive!" he exclaims as he brings to life a creature 

to rival his grandfather's. Eventually, of course, the monster escapes and hilarity continuously abounds.  

   With a cast of 20, Young Frankenstein offers one of 

the largest casts to take the stage at Dakota Stage 

(DSL). The cast has proven to be up to the task of 

meeting the challenges of preparing for opening night 

with just over six weeks of rehearsals.  “It is great fun to 

re-create some of the iconic comic bits from the movie, 

and then take the contributions of our own creative 

actors to build new comic moments for this show,” 

commented director Rogers. “It is such a delight to work 

with mature, seasoned actors who bring great stuff to 

each rehearsal.” 

   Stage manager Elley Canard make sure everything runs as smoothly as possible. “With this show, that has been pretty 

easy so far,” says Cannard. “We have a great cast and crew. It’s been so fun watching the rehearsal process and I can’t 

wait for everyone to see what we’ve been working on.” 

Mark Your Calendar 

September 23-24 - Stand Up Comedy with 
David Harris  
October 6-16 – Young Frankenstein 
October 7 – Young Frankenstein After 
Curtain Conversation  
October 28 - Flash Back Films Rocky 
Horror Picture Show  
November 5 – Almost, Maine work day 
 

 



 

Can you help? 

If you have any of these props that we 

can borrow for Young Frankenstein or 

that you wish to donate, please contact 

Anne at yellow_chameleon@yahoo.com  

- Crystal ball and tarot cards for 

astrologer 

- Entourage props: makeup, compact 

mirrors, hair brushes, etc. 

- Censor (Catholic Mass) 

- Gong (small) and mallet 

- Weapons: rolling pins, wooden spoons, 

wooden pitch forks, old canes 

- Torches (old-fashioned, basically large 

sticks) 

- Mugs or wine glasses that can be 

broken and re-assembled 

- small light sabers 

- Kazoo 

- 3 foot by 6 or 7 foot book case 

- (Hermit) candle holder; an old-

fashioned candle holder 

- Really old football helmets (or old bike 

helmets) – need 2 

 

Young Frankenstein cont. 

   Learning lines isn't the only thing the cast has to master before opening night. Songs and choreography are also a part 

of the equation. Enter Erin Weichel, who is taking on both roles of musical director and choreographer. “This has been a 

great experience being back at DSL for me; I'm excited 

to be working with this extremely talented cast of 

singers and actors,” said Weichel.  “This show promises 

to be a fantastic opening to the Dakota Stage season. 

Anyone who is a fan of Mel Brooks movies needs to get 

to the show and enjoy a fantastic night of musical 

theater.” 

Following the Friday, October 7
th
, performance, join 

director Dan Rogers, along with members of the 

community, Marlene Anderson and Brian Palecek, for 

an “After Curtain Conversation” as we explore our 

appreciation of theater performance, what the 

performing arts can teach us, and relevant themes of 

adaptation and humor in theater. 

   Young Frankenstein will be performed at Dakota Stage October 6
th

 through the 16th (7:30 pm on Thursdays, 

Fridays, and Saturdays; and at 2:00 pm on Sunday, October 16
th

). Tickets are available online at 

dakotastageltd.com or by calling the box office at 701-258-4998. 

 

Meet the Young Frankenstein director, Dan Rogers 

   After 23 years, Dan Rogers recently retired from his position as Associate 

Professor of Theatre at Bismarck State College.  Dan worked as a professional 

actor with Highland Summer Theatre, Montana Shakespeare Festival, and Fort 

Peck Summer Theatre while teaching at Rocky Mountain College and Chinook 

High School in Montana after earning a Master's in Theatre degree from 

Minnesota State University-Mankato.  Dan then moved to Los Angeles where 

he was a member of the Screen Actors Guild for seven years.   

   Dan has directed shows for BSC, Rocky Mountain College, Montana 

Shakespeare Festival, Fort Peck Summer Theatre and Webster Conservatory 

of Theatre Arts.  While at BSC Dan taught a variety of Speech and Theatre 

classes.  Dan is a founding member, board member, and actor with Capitol 

Shakespeare, and has served on the board and executive committee of Dakota 

Stage. Dan directed The 39 Steps last season for Dakota Stage.   

   Dan noted “Young Frankenstein is my wife's favorite movie and we saw it on 

one of our first dates. The Mel Brooks film is often rated as one of the top ten 

film comedies of all time. I jumped at the chance to explore this delicious plot 

line on stage.”  

   Dan would like to give special thanks to Erin Weichel for all of her many 

contributions to this show and her general theatrical genius.  Also a whisper out 

to his amazingly supportive wife…this one is for you. 

mailto:yellow_chameleon@yahoo.com
http://www.dakotastageltd.com/


 

Young Frankenstein cast 

Dr. Frederick Frankenstein - Adam Michal   The Monster - Corey J. Saylor 

Igor - Adam Frank      Inspector Kemp – Rob Sandness 

Dr. Victor Von Frankenstein / Ensemble – Matthew C. Manders  The Hermit – Chad Litton     

Inga – Klarissa Pudwill      Elizabeth Benning – LaDonna Carpenter 

Frau Blucher – Marlene Engel     Ziggy / Werewolf / Ensemble – Christopher Koppinger 

Mr. Hilltop / Ensemble – Tim Kuntz    Steward / Ensemble – Dan Jackson 

Ensemble / Chorus – Ashley Way, Rebecca Hahn,   Herald / Ensemble – Tryton Landsiedel    

                  Brittany Bearsheart, Farren Nelson, 

        Moira McNichols, Treva Slaughter 

 

Stand Up Comedy September 23 & 24 

   Dakota Stage is proud to present its first live stand up comedy show of the season!  

   Our fantastic headliner is David Harris, a Midwest Emmy 

Award-winning comedian and magician from Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. He has performed for over 20 years on stage 

and screen, and entertains at top companies, colleges, casinos, 

and clubs across the U.S. David's personal and person-

driven approach to the topics of work, family, and relationships, 

makes his act relatable, while still being creative, fun, original, 

and most of all - funny.  In short, David's a true entertainer who 

is sure to please! 

   Feature comedian Angelo Vescio is also known by his rap 

moniker The Vesh. He recently finished 3rd in Rick Bronson's 

House of Comedy's 2015 Funniest Person with a Day Job 

Contest and won Battle Rapper of the Year at the 2016 Twin 

Cities Urban Music 

Awards. Whether you are an avid fan of Hip-Hop or new to the genre, 

Angelo's fast paced rapping style and off-the-wall lyrics will have you both 

bobbing your head and convulsing with laughter! 

   Join us for a night of laughs September 23 and 24 at 8:00 pm! Tickets 

can be purchased for $18 in advance online (www.dakotastageltd.com) 

or $20 at the door. Doors open at 7:00 pm each night.  

   General admission seating is limited, concessions and cash bar 

available.  

   Due to mature content this is an event for adults only.  

   For further details please visit our website at www.dakotastageltd.com, 

email execdir@dakotastageltd.com, or call us at 701.258.4998.  

   Seating is limited so patrons should get their tickets early to ensure a seat. 

 

http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
http://www.dakotastageltd.com/
mailto:execdir@dakotastageltd.com


 

Rocky Horror Picture Show screening set for Friday, October 28 

   Dakota Stage will hold a special one-night-only Halloween 

weekend showing of Rocky Horror Picture Show on Friday, October 

28. Doors will open at 7 pm with the movie beginning at 8 pm. The 

movie, rated R, is about a newly engaged couple who have a 

breakdown in an isolated area and must pay a call to the bizarre 

residence of Dr. Frank-N-Furter. Rocky Horror Picture Show has 

become a classic, and was enjoyed by a sold-out audience at 

Dakota Stage last year.  

   A limited number of Rocky Horror Picture Show prop bags will be 

available for sale. For those who want to bring their own props to 

use during the show, use of water or water guns, or wet food 

products, will not be allowed in the theater. Remember, props are 

tossed UP in the air. Approved props (pictured) are a party hat, 

rubber gloves, noisemaker,  roll of toilet paper, deck of cards, flashlight or battery operated tea light (NO candles or 

lighters), small package of confetti or small bubbles, ¼ cup rice or small bubbles, bell (or shake your car keys), 2 pages of 

newspaper, and DRY toast (no butter, please.) 

   Tickets are $8 in advance (online only) and $10 at the door the night of the show. Be forewarned: tickets for the 

show sold out a week in advance of the screening last year! Concessions will be available. 

 

Thank You to Our Sponsors 

   A big round of applause and hearty “thank you” to Dakota Stage's 2016-17 sponsors. We greatly appreciate your 

support and your support of the arts in Bismarck-Mandan! 

 

Season Sponsors     Production Sponsor 

 

 

ADD KUPPER SUBARU 
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Join us for a production work day 

    Dakota Stage scenic and costume designers have put together some 

wonderful concepts to create a spectacular world for our production of 

Young Frankenstein. To give the production team a hand with getting all 

in place before opening night, we held a work day on Saturday, 

September 10
th
.  Cast and crew members joined other volunteers to help 

build and paint parts of the set, put together costumes and find needed 

props. The same is done for each Dakota Stage production and anyone 

can help out. It's a chance for you to see the behind-the-scenes work that 

goes into putting a production together. And you'll be a part it. The next work day is set for Saturday, November 5
th

, 

beginning at 10 am for the production “Almost, Maine.” Wear clothes that can get dirty, bring any tools of your 

personal trade and join us for a day of community theatre creative fun!  

 

Season tickets available for 2016-17 shows 

   Season tickets are still available for purchase for the 2016-17 main stage season. Purchase tickets online, by 

completing and returning the order form to Dakota Stage, 412 East Main, Bismarck ND 58501, or call 701-258-4998. 

 

   Comedies of all shapes and sizes make up Season 38 . . .you don’t want to miss any of them! 

 

Almost, Maine – December 1 – 11, 2016 

Directed by Laura Brooke Devlin 

On a cold, clear, moonless night in the middle of winter, all is not quite what it seems in the remote, mythical town of 

Almost, Maine. As the northern lights hover in the star-filled sky above, Almost's residents find themselves falling in and 

out of love in unexpected and often hilarious ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. But the bruises heal, and the 

hearts mend—almost—in this delightful midwinter night's dream. 

Bell, Book and Candle – January 26 – February 5, 2017 

Directed by Brian D. Brady 

Gillian Holroyd is one of the few modern people who can actually cast spells and perform feats of super-naturalism. She 

casts a spell over an unattached publisher, Shepherd Henderson, partly to keep him away from a rival and partly because 

she is attracted to him. He falls head over heels in love with her at once and wants to marry her. But witches, 

unfortunately, cannot fall in love, and this minute imperfection leads into a number of difficulties.  

Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks – March 16 – 26, 2017 

Directed by Kathryn Dunlap 

Lily, an aging but formidable retiree, hires Michael, an acerbic dance instructor, to give her dance lessons in her condo in 

St. Petersburg Beach, Florida. Antagonism between a gay man and the wife of a Southern Baptist minister gives way to 

profound compatibility as they swing dance, tango, foxtrot, and cha-cha while sharing barbs and intimacies along with the 

dance steps. During the sixth lesson, Lily reveals a closely guarded secret.   

Romance/Romance – May 4 – 14, 2017 

Directed by Amanda Perry 

Two one act musicals take varied looks at romance seekers. The first is a delightful romp through the sexual ennui of turn 

of the century Vienna based on Schnitzler's tale The Little Comedy. Act 2 is a modern look at affection and disaffection in 

a two couple summer house in the Hamptons based on the Jules Renard play Summer Share.  



 

Volunteer Opportunities 

   It takes a village to run a community theatre, and without the help of our many willing and able volunteers, Dakota Stage 

would not be able to continue to provide you with quality entertainment. We rely on the time and talent of a variety of 

wonderful individuals from ushers to event supervisors to production crews, actors, designers, directors and so much 

more!    Current ways you can help include: 

 Usher – Collect ticket stubs, direct people to their seats, help clean up afterward the performance.  You can 

watch the show. 

 Concessions – Get snacks from the concession counter and collect money for snacks and beverages from the 

cooler before the show and during intermission.  You can watch the show. 

 Cleaning Crew – Help to clean the theater, lobby and bathrooms before the new play starts to run.   The start 

time can be adjusted if needed for the volunteers. 

 Work Days – A day when volunteers gather for each play and build/paint sets, gather props, pull costumes, etc.   

 Board of Directors – Serve on the Board of Directors for a three year term to help guide and assist in the 

activities of Dakota Stage.  We currently have an opening and will have additional openings in February when 

some members’ terms are completed. For more information about the role of a DSL board member, contact 

execdir@dakotastageltd.com.  

   If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about other ways to help Dakota Stage, please call us at 701-

258-4998 and leave a message, or email us at execdir@dakotastageltd.com. 

 

Donations 

   Cash/check/credit card donations keep our lights on and our doors open, and all your contributions are tax deductible! 

Above all else, we value your donations of time and talent so please contact us and find out how you can donate and get 

involved. At various times, Dakota Stage can use lumber, non-glossy paint, tools, paint brushes, building supplies, paper 

products, office materials, and fabrics.  Due to storage limitations, we are not able to accept all material donations. If you 

have something you think we can use, please contact us to see if we can currently use that item. 

WISH LIST   The following items are currently needed by Dakota Stage: 

 2-3 office chairs, preferably on wheels with adjustable height ability 

 A computer keyboard (one of ours has no visible letters on it – very challenging to use!) 

 Decks of playing cards (full or incomplete) for Rocky Horror Picture Show prop bags 

If you have a chair(s) or keyboard that you no longer need that are still in good working order, please consider donating 

them for our offices.   

 

 

Dakota Stage Ltd is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit community theatre located in the historic Gem Theatre on Main Avenue 

in downtown Bismarck. The mission of Dakota Stage is to enhance the quality of life and establish the area as a 

creative center by performing high rate theatre productions that enrich, educate and entertain. We provide a 

professional environment for participants of all ages and cultures to develop their individual skills and promote live 

theater as an integral part of the growth and vitality of our region

 Dakota Stage Ltd.     
412 E Main Avenue    execdir@dakotastageltd.com   
Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-258-4998     www.dakotastageltd.com 
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